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WorkingWorking Toward a Common PurposeToward a Common Purpose

Sustainable Development
“Development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own 
needs.”
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United Nations DeclarationUnited Nations Declaration

• The United Nations has 
declared a Decade of 
Education for Sustainable 
Development
2005-2014.

• Education for a sustainable 
future “enables people to 
develop the knowledge, 
values and skills to 
participate in decisions …
that will improve the quality 
of life now without damaging 
the planet for the future.”

• Sustainable Development Education Panel (1999)
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UniversityUniversity’’s Roles Role

• Educate for a sustainable global society.
• There is a need to integrate sustainable development 

into formal education at all levels, as well as through 
informal and non-formal education opportunities.

• Deliver curricular and extra-curricular programs for 
sustainability

• Promote scholarly and creative activities in sustainability
• Provide regional leadership for sustainable development 

practices
• Assist the University to serve as a model sustainable 

campus
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Building Strategic PrioritiesBuilding Strategic Priorities
• University - 2007

• Believing that each generation owes something to those which 
follow, we will create environmentally literate citizens, who embrace 
sustainability as a way of living. We will be wise stewards of scarce 
resources and, in seeking to develop the whole person, be aware 
that our individual and collective actions have economic, social, and 
environmental consequences locally, regionally, and globally.

• Academic Affairs - 2007
• Educate for a sustainable global society.

• Deliver curricular and extra-curricular programs for sustainability
• Promote scholarly and creative activities in sustainability
• Provide regional leadership for sustainable development practices
• Assist the University to serve as a model sustainable campus
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Advancing Sustainable Development Advancing Sustainable Development 
at Chico Stateat Chico State

• History
• Planning
• Distractors
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Making a Climate Neutral Making a Climate Neutral 
CommittmentCommittment
• California State University, Chico is one of the 

first campuses in the nation to sign a the 
American College and University Presidents 
Climate Commitment to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and become “climate neutral”
in its effect on the environment (Wills, J. 
2007, Press Release).
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Chico State Sustainability EffortsChico State Sustainability Efforts
Make the NewsMake the News
• University Printing Services Receives Forest Stewardship Council National Certification (May, 2008)

• Robyn DiFalco Receives the Paul Maslin Environmental Stewardship Award (2008).

• Fueling Innovation: Chico State students keep plugging away at biodiesel project (2007)

• Students Plant Seeds of Change:  The students of The Cause house work to live a sustainable 
lifestyle (2007) 

• Chico “Greenies” Awarded each year at the This Way to Sustainability Conference (2007, 2008)

• This Way to Sustainability - Largest Conference of its kind in the United States  (2004 – 2008)

• California State University, Chico Student Wins National Scholarship for Research on Sustainability

• Grist, a nonprofit environmental newsletter, rated our University #8 among the top 15 among green 
colleges and universities (2007) 

• California State University, Chico Wins Grand Prize for Fighting Global Warming (2007)
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What are the growing edges and What are the growing edges and 
specific challenges faced by our specific challenges faced by our 
campus?campus?
• Authentic discussion is essential as we develop our 

commitment to sustainability.
• Discuss and sharpen the definition and scope of the 

campus commitment to sustainability.  
• Strengthen broad-based faculty investment in and 

commitment to sustainability
• Explore in inclusive ways the development of a degree 

program that would integrate campus-wide research and 
teaching efforts around sustainability. 

• Explore ways to better design and implement our campus 
transportation and energy infrastructure in light of a 
commitment to sustainability

• Decide what goes if sustainability stays and grows
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Contact InformationContact Information

• Jim Houpis, Dean                                 
College of Natural Sciences                       
jhoupis@csuchico.edu

• Gayle Hutchinson, Dean                        
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences  
ghutchinson@csuchico.edu

• Joel Zimbelman, Dean                          
College of Humanities and Fine Arts   
jzimbelman@csuchico.edu


