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THE CHALLENGE (PART ONE)

 On average, nationwide, traditional Bachelor of Arts degrees 

account for under 20% of the baccalaureate degrees offered at 

colleges and universities (this number falls to under 15% at public 

institutions).

 The challenge is part perception, as students perceive that 

traditional B.A. degree programs are by-and-large not conducive 

to subsequent employment and career success, despite their 

overwhelming enjoyment in these fields in high school.

 The challenge is part structural, as at many public colleges and 

universities, traditional B.A. degrees account for barely 15% of 

the degree offerings.



THE CHALLENGE (PART TWO)

 Most faculty are defensive in describing the work they do in traditional B.A. disciplines.

 What will my child do with a degree in History (English, Art, Theatre, etc.)?

 Financial resources for traditional B.A. disciplines are not as great as they are for B.S. and 

professional disciplines.

 Faculty colleagues in the professional disciplines don’t appreciate the skill sets we develop for 

their students.

 We need to hold (with a death grip) on to General Education as the last bastion of traditional 

liberal education.



WE HAVE BECOME OUR OWN WORST ENEMY IN 

PROMOTING B.A. DISCIPLINES

WHAT IS A BACHELOR OF ARTS (B.A.)?

A Bachelor of the Arts degree program provides students with a 
more expansive education, requiring fewer credits that are directly 
linked to a particular major. 

WHAT IS A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (B.S.)?

Programs resulting in a Bachelor of Science degree are generally 
more strictly focused on their subject matter, requiring more 
credits that are directly linked to the major. Students are expected 
to concentrate their academic energies on mastering their field. 



The coursework required for a Bachelor of Arts degree generally 
allows students to sharpen their communication and writing skills. 
By comparison, the demands of a Bachelor of Science degree 
typically foster analytical skills and a detailed understanding of 
subject matter.

A Bachelor of Arts is a broad interdisciplinary undergraduate 
degree program encompassing general education, electives and 
major area of study courses. As opposed to a Bachelor of Science 
program, B.A. programs generally give you more flexibility in 
choosing your courses and are less specialized.



Most BA programs require 30-some or 40-some credits, which leaves a lot of flexibility in 

the form of free electives. The student can use the free electives to sample widely from 

other course offerings or to earn an additional credential (a second major, a minor, or 

some combination of additional credentials).  The BS is best suited to the student who 

wants to focus more on courses in the major rather than 'collateral' courses and is willing 

to give up some of the flexibility of the BA in return for the greater focus.



When choosing whether you want to pursue a Bachelor of Science or a Bachelor of Arts, 

think about the future career path you want to take when your education is over.   A 

Bachelor of Arts degree is great if you intend to go on to get your master’s degree or even 

a doctorate in the field.  This is a great choice for a career in art or academia.

On the other hand, a Bachelor of Science degree is a great option if you want to work in 

the field, where you’ll be focused on more practical applications.



“THE B.A. MATTERS: 

IT’S NOT JUST B.S. ANY MORE”

 Stop shooting ourselves in the foot (pro-active, not defensive; 

careful use of language in marketing, web design, etc.).

 Deliver a consistent message, both internally and externally.

 General Education reform to a competency-based model where 

all disciplines contribute in a meaningful fashion without the 

traditional B.A. disciplines losing ground in credit-hour 

production.

1) The Message



2)  The Structure

 Tie program and credential development to the skills that we 
frequently tout in our B.A. programs (Arts & Entertainment 
Management; Public History).

 Bachelor of Applied Art degree development.

 Develop B.A. options in traditional B.S. disciplines (Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science).

 Transform curricular flexibility into intentionality (through 
certificates and minors).

 Develop “Plus One” programs linking B.A. degrees to professional master’s 
degrees (MBA, MPP, MPH).



3) Best Practices

 Develop high school partnerships through dual enrollment 

programs geared towards B.A. disciplines (both face-to-face and 

online).

 Career exploration and preparation from pre-Freshman year, 

specifically targeting undecided/exploratory students.

 Integrate High Impact Practices into the B.A. curriculum 

(freshman inquiry seminars; student+faculty research 

opportunities; internships).


















































